
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1082
Main Petitioner: John Dowson 
Subject: That MSPs reverse a previous decision to withdraw funding from the 
Scottish Civic Forum 
 
Background 
 
The Scottish Civic Forum was established in response to a recommendation 
made in the report of the Consultative Steering Group (CSG).  The CSG made 
the following comments in relation to the Civic Forum: 
 

“It is important that our proposals for a more open political process are 
paralleled by the development of appropriate institutions at different levels in 
Scottish society, to ensure meaningful dialogue between the Parliament and 
civic society. In this respect, we welcome proposals which were presented to 
us for a Civic Forum, which would be facilitative, recognise the plurality of 
voices and groups and take an active role in ensuring the effective 
involvement of groups traditionally excluded from the decision-making 
process. We endorse the proposals for a Civic Forum and encourage the 
proponents of such a Forum to develop the details of the role and funding 
arrangements for the Forum. We recommend that the Parliament should 
encourage Scottish civic society through the establishment and work of a 
Civic Forum and through other imaginative social partnership ventures. We 
see these as significant means of achieving an accessible Parliament within a 
participative democracy. Our endorsement of this proposal does not, of 
course, exclude the use of other means of engaging with the Parliament. It is 
important also to recognise the plurality of voices which exists in Scottish civic 
society and the establishment of a Civic Forum would not preclude the 
development of other social partnership ventures”1. 

 
The Scottish Executive provided funding for the Scottish Civic Forum from 
1999 until 2004-05.  Scottish Executive funding of the Civic Forum was set out 
in response to PQ S2W-7135 as follows: 
 

S2W-7135 - Linda Fabiani (Central Scotland) (SNP) (Date Lodged 22 
March 2004) : To ask the Scottish Executive what funding, and other support, 
it has provided to the Scottish Civic Forum in each year of its operation and 
what funding, and other support, it will provide to the forum in 2004-05. 
Holding reply by Mr Andy Kerr (21 April 2004): I shall reply to the member 
as soon as possible. 

 
Answered by Tavish Scott (2 June 2004): The Executive has provided core 
funding to the Scottish Civic Forum as follows: 
 
 

 

                                                 
1 Consultative Steering Group (1998) ‘Report of the Consultative Steering Group of the 
Scottish Parliament’, Section 2, Para 20.  Accessible at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library/documents-w5/rcsg-04.htm

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1082.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library/documents-w5/rcsg-04.htm


 

Year Amount 
(£000) 

1999-2000 40 
2000-01 130 
2001-02 130 
2002-03 180 
2003-04 200 
2004-05 200 

We also support the Scottish Civic Forum (SCF) through two full-time secondments 
and awarding contracts for specific pieces of work outside the scope of its core 
funding agreement. For example, in 2003-04, contracts were awarded worth £12,600 
for events to support the Executive’s consultation on Sexual Health Strategy, £3,500 
to support a consultation on planning and £8,200 to support the consultation on anti-
social behaviour. A contract for £15,000 has been awarded for work in 2004-5 for the 
consultation on smoking. The SCF’s accounts for 2002-03 included “other SE grants” 
totalling £5,860. 

In addition the Scottish Executive provided a further and final grant of 
£100,000 in 2004-05.  This was intended to allow the Civic Forum to “realign 
itself to the new environment and enable it to compete for specific civic 
participation work which the Scottish Executive, and others, may wish to 
commission”2. 
 
A Members debate was held on the issue of the funding of the Scottish Civic 
Forum on 24 February 20053.  The Scottish Executive position at the time 
was that: 

“On 1 June 2000, the then Minister for Finance, Jack McConnell made it clear 
that the Civic Forum should not rely exclusively on Executive funding. He 
said: 

"Its success will be measured by the credibility that it develops in civic 
Scotland, and by the funding that it attracts to replace the pump-priming 
support from the Executive." [Official Report, 1 June 2000; Vol 6, c 1205.] 

I gently suggest to colleagues that our approach—far from being an 
immediate step—has been clear for five years and, dare I say it, that the 
issue had to be dealt with at some stage. Last year was a year of transitional 
funding. That was made absolutely crystal clear; I assure colleagues that 
there was no question of any mixed message about the way in which we 
sought to engage with the Civic Forum on that issue. At this time, we consider 
that it is important for the body to move on in the way in which we have 
suggested.4

                                                 
2 Letter from the Deputy Minister for Finance, Public Sector Reform and Parliamentary 
Business, George Lyon MSP, Letter to the Public Petitions Committee on PE 895.  Accessible 
at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/petitions/papers-06/pup06-03-
current2.pdf
3 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
05/sor0224-02.htm#Col14841
4 Ibid Col 14854 
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The Members Debate suggested that funding from the Scottish Parliamentary 
Corporate Body (SPCB) could be a mechanism via which the Scottish Civic 
Forum could be financed. 
 
During the last session of Parliament the previous Public Petitions Committee 
considered a petition on this issue (PE 8950).  In response to the Committee’s 
consideration of the issue the then Presiding Officer, George Reid MSP, set 
out the position of the SPCB on the issue as follows: 
 

“I have consistently stated that in my view the Parliament does not have a 
role in providing core funding to bodies such as the Civic Forum.  The position 
was reiterated by the Corporate Body when it considered the Forum’s request 
in June.  It did agree, however, that the Forum could consider applying to 
undertake projects for the Scottish Parliament along with other organisations, 
and if successful, receive funding on a project basis”5. 

 
As a result of the correspondence which the Public Petitions Committee 
received in 2005, the Committee agreed to close the petition6. 
 
Lastly the former Scottish Executive reiterated their position in March of this 
year with regard to funding for the Scottish Civic Forum in March 2007 as 
detailed below: 
 

S2O-12329 - Linda Fabiani (Central Scotland) (SNP) : To ask the Scottish 
Executive what the role is of the Scottish Civic Forum. 

 
Answered by Ms Margaret Curran (8 March 2007): Creation of a Scottish 
Civic Forum was a Consultative Steering Group recommendation. It reflected 
the consensus view that the new Scottish Parliament should work in ways 
that were open and accessible to all.  

The potential role fulfilled by the forum has evolved since 1999. Since then 
the Parliament has developed an increasing confidence in its own ability to 
engage directly with wider civic society. The Executive too has become better 
at encouraging public participation in decision-making, in line with our belief in 
fostering good citizenship and building a confident, democratic Scotland. 

We remain firmly committed to developing our links with a wide range of civic 
organisations and to improving further our performance in consulting 
members of the public when we develop new policy initiatives and legislative 
proposals. 

Fundamental to our vision is a recognition of the need not only to promote 
better public engagement with government but also to encourage greater 
participation by individuals in wider society, for example through volunteering 
and community involvement. 

                                                 
5 Letter from the Presiding Officer, George Reid MSP, to the Convener of the Public Petitions 
Committee, 20/12/2005.  Accessible at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/petitions/papers-06/pup06-03-
current2.pdf
6 The Official Report of the Public Petitions Committee discussion at this point can be 
accessed at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/petitions/or-06/pu06-
0302.htm#Col2334
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I have been working closely with ministerial colleagues to ensure that the 
importance that this Executive attaches to civic participation and 
inclusiveness will set standards which can be carried forward and built upon 
by future administrations. 

Scottish Government / Scottish Parliament Position 
 
There has been no indication from either the Scottish Government or the 
SPCB that their position on this issue has changed although no formal 
statement has been made by either body with regard to the funding of the 
Scottish Civic Forum. 
 
 
Stephen Herbert 
25 October 2007 
SPICe Research 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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